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Abstract: 
at all levels of linguistic analysis as a result of contact phenomena. This study examines 
the contribution of the syntax of a Ugandan indigenous language (Acholi) to how its 
L1 speakers speak English and the extent of variability observed among them, taking 
into account two grammatical aspects, i.e. how multiple attributive adjectives are 

as L1 Acholi speakers of English do not necessarily pay attention to the prescribed L1 
English order of adjectives. At the same time, the position of adverbs in a sentence also 
seems to be modeled, to some extent, on what takes place in Acholi syntax insofar as 
some legitimate L1 English structures are rejected by L1 Acholi speakers of English 
(as L2). Crucially, the study also reveals interspeaker variability among L1 Acholi 
speakers of English in Uganda based on occupation, with students being the closest to 
L1 English norms (as opposed to teachers and the business community), most likely due 
to exonormative orientation imposed on students in Ugandan schools.
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Introduction

speakers of Acholi who have attained higher educational echelons are typically 

licensed by the syntax of the language. On the other hand, the syntax of Acholi 

the asymmetries between the two grammars may have a bearing on how 

substrate languages, while other second language learning processes such as 

English generally. The present study looks at two grammatical aspects, namely 
the order of adjectives and the order of adverbs in English, as used by speakers 

belonging to a given speaker group in terms of occupation also has a bearing on 
how one uses the grammatical aspects under consideration in this study.

Order of adjectives and adverbs in L1 English
comfortable 

comfortable
the adjective comfortable  can occur both attributively or predicatively, unlike 
the adjective glad, which occurs predicatively only, or sole,  which occurs 

multiple adjectives occurring attributively in an English noun phrase, there is a 
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wonderful
  monumental
  strong
  round
  old  
  black

written, smiling
Indian
wooden
modern
log-carrying
elephant

wonderful, monumental, strong, old, grey, Indian, log-
carrying elephants.

certain, same
absolute, complete

  qualitative adjectives
beautiful, horrible
huge, round, old
red, stolen

Irish, modern, woolen
  classifying adjectives

literary, medical, 
        social

phone number, road 

do not have them. For a native speaker, the above categories may be more or 

a sequence and the fact that there is already a native language that exerts its 

A number of scholars, e.g. 
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pragmatic factors, usually, with a number of exceptions, which makes the syntax 

Probably Sarah will disagree with your theory.
probably will disagree with your theory.

probably disagree with your theory.
probably with your theory.

probably.

Violently Sarah will disagree with your theory.
violently will disagree with your theory.

violently disagree with your theory.
violently with your theory.

violently.

The distribution of the two adverbs appears to be complex. The adverb probably 
violently 

that probably must be an immediate daughter of the S node, while violently 
. This is usually 

.

Obviously, he had spoken loudly.
  b. *Loudly, he had spoken obviously.

luckily has wisely
  b. *He wisely has luckily

loudly, unfairly, dimly are 

to adverbs of manner such as calmly, clumsily and carefully, which, despite being 
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Order of adjectives and adverbs in L2 English

grasp how adjectives are ordered in English, the more language experience 

a yellow dirty dog, while a native speaker of English would naturally correct 
that to a dirty yellow dog

on the other, in relation to adverb placement.

without a break at the end of the clause or sentence, as for example unfortunately

adverb already. However, it is not clear whether this should be regarded as a 
Cambridge Dictionary Grammar shows, for 

example, that already 

Data and Methodology
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in sentences. All the participants were acrolectal speakers of English, having 

categories of participants in terms of occupation on the criteria used for the 

AntConc

adverbs and multiple adjectives.

we supplemented our data with an elicitation test in order to capture, for example,  

Results and Discussion

Order of adjectives

the use of multiple attributive adjectives, the respondents were asked to describe 

tall, dark, handsome man.
  b. A beautiful, slender, medium-size lady would do for me.
  c. He should be nice looking of course, taller than me, dark
  complexion.
  d. Medium-size, brown, portable.

brown, tiny, good-looking and presentable 
  lady.
  f. God-fearing is number one, caring and presentable.
  g. The man should be loving and caring, and of course tall.
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Table 1. 

Attestation of adjectives

Grammatical aspect

Order of adjectives

handsome
tall dark

the sequence where evaluative adjectives have to precede descriptive adjectives 

description, participial adjective and evaluation. This is not what normative 

handsome, tall, dark man.
 presentable, tiny, brown, good-looking lady.

beautiful slender
medium-size

and it is therefore hard to tell whether the adjectives were used attributively or 
predicatively.

order of adjectives. The graph below shows the total score of the respondents in 
relation to the use of adjectives:
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Figure 1. Order of adjectives in the elicitation exercise

norms, despite the emphasis that is placed on these norms in grammar books 
and teaching in secondary schools.

:

ma-cek   ma-kome wac.

ma-kome   wac  ma-cek.

As can be observed, the equivalents of the adjectives short and lazy are used in a 

adjectives, as is the case in the Acholi examples above, does not require any 
I need to marry a man who is tall, black and 

handsome

rd
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Order of adverbs

patiently and quietly.

  b. They responded slowly to the people.

  c. They already wanted to try the drugs on us.

  d. Uganda as usual will accept stupidly.

.

already is usually placed 
before the main verb and when it is placed at the end of a sentence, it is used for 

Cambridge Dictionary

However, in the elicitation test, it was revealed that the respondents had 

total score of the respondents in relation to the use of adverbs.

Figure 2. Total score for the use of adverbs

quickly removed his phone from the table.
                   b. The man removed his phone quickly from the table.
                   c. The man removed his phone from the table quickly.

Clearly, Dorica probably will quickly learn French perfectly.
                  b. Probably, Dorica clearly will quickly learn French perfectly.
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BBC-Learning English

participants rendered either both options correct or incorrect. Familiarity with 
multiple adverbs occurring in the same sentence was the main issue tested here. 

fortunately, hopefully, inevitably, 
understandably,

 
probably, possibly, apparently, clearly, seemingly, evidently, obviously

 However, when epistemic adverbs 

certain, because there is evidence using adverbs such as clearly, evidently, 
obviously

probably, possibly, apparently, 
seemingly  

quickly and perfectly are adverbs of 

their familiarity with multiple adverbs occurring in the same sentence seems to 
be limited.

since, in Acholi, an adverb of manner cannot be placed immediately before the 

oyotoyot

quickly

oyotoyot     ki        iwi             meca.

quickly

oyotoyot.

quickly

auxiliaries are regarded as elements of S.
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oyotoyot

provision of allowing such adverbs to be placed immediately before the verb is 

that Acholi lacks. Setting this parameter among the Acholi respondents may not 

motmot

a. *Akello  motmot
      

slowly

motmot.

slowly

motmot

Variability among speaker groups

An analysis was conducted with respect to the order of adjectives as used by the 

Figure 3. Correct answer rates for adjectives per speaker group

The results above show that out of the three test items of adjectives, the business 
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the highest score, while the teachers have the lowest score. This means that the 
teachers have the highest rate of deviations when using English adjectives. This 

speaker groups, the following results were obtained from the elicitation test:

Figure 4. Correct answer rates for adverbs per speaker group

      

the lowest score as per the test items under adverbs. This, therefore, indicates 
that the business community has the highest rate of deviations when it comes to 
the use of English adverbs compared to any other category of the respondents.

The overall results from the elicitation exercise data show that the students 

they are the custodians of knowledge. However, to some extent, the results 
are not surprising because, unlike students, teachers are free to use any other 
language apart from English as there are no strict rules that restrict them to the 
use of the English language. Since English is a second language to such English 

in class or when interacting with students on the school compound or in the 
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deviate more from the exonormative norms, as these norms are maintained by 

quite clear why the business community also displayed more deviations than 
the students. This is because the business community rarely uses English, 

The business community primarily deals with the local community and will 
typically use the indigenous language, i.e. Acholi, while making business 

in the City. Even if we were to extend the number of speakers to those who 

some sporadic use of English may be observed among the business community 

very limited. Hence, it is clear that the business community is also less exposed 

observed in the elicitation test.

Conclusion

display a number of deviations. The study therefore lends support to previous 

Acholi in how its speakers handle the English order of adjectives and placement 
of adverbs, it does not rule out the extrapolation of the observed behavior to 
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two grammatical aspects under consideration. A comparative study is therefore 
envisioned. Crucially, the current study augments discourse on the structural 

The current study also evinces the fact that both Outer Circle varieties and 

order in English. Despite the fact that there is more English usage in Outer Circle 
countries, such as Uganda, than in Expanding Circles, such as China, substrate 

linguistic behavior in Outer Circle countries, thereby blurring, to some extent, 

are more observed in school settings than elsewhere in Uganda. This seems 
to cause variability among users of English whether they share other social 
variables or not. Thus, despite the respondents being homogeneous in terms 

English grammar varies according to their occupational status, with students 
being more disposed to follow the rules of grammar. This is an interesting 
dimension in the study, as English teachers should have been at the forefront in 
this respect, given that it is they who impart the rules to the students. But given 

observed above, as the teachers are only compelled to speak English while in 
class teaching or when interacting with students on the compound or in the 
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Appendix 1

Table 2. 
Multiple comparisons of mean scores for  

the order of adjectives among speaker groups

scores

Mean Dif
ference 

Std. 
Error

Sig.

Bound
Upper 
Bound

Business Commu
nity

Students *

English teachers *

Students Business Commu
nity

*

English teachers *

English teachers Business Commu
nity

*

Students *

Table 3. 
Multiple comparisons of the mean scores  

for the order of adverbs among speaker groups

Mean 
Differ

Std. 
Error

Sig.

Bound
Upper 
Bound

Business Commu
nity

Students *

English teachers *

Students Business Commu
nity

*

English teachers *

English teachers Business Commu
nity

*

Students *
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Appendix II: Elicitation Test

(1) Adjectives

For each of the following sentences, indicate whether they are grammatically 
correct or incorrect based on your judgment.

  b. My mother has a pink wide beautiful door.
  c. My mother has a wide pink beautiful door. 

(2) Adverbs

For each of the following sentences, indicate whether they are grammatically 
correct or incorrect based on your judgment.

  b. They already have gone home.

  b. The student probably unfortunately asked to stay behind.

  b. The man removed his phone quickly from the table.
  c. The man removed his phone from the table quickly.

  b. He has gone, possibly.

  b. Probably, Dorica clearly will quickly learn French perfectly.


